
Arable  w ild plants  …
lik e  cornflow e r, poppy and cam om ile  h ave  be e n 
colourful com panions  of arable  crop production 
for h undre ds  of ye ars . About th re e  q uarte rs  of all 
arable  w e e d s pe cie s  occurring in Ge rm any w e re  
firs t introduce d to Ce ntral Europe  along w ith  
ce re al cropping. Incre as ing e conom ic pre s s ure  
w ith in th e  agricultural s e ctor and th e  re s ulting 
inte ns ification of w e e d control w ith  h e rbicide s  
ove r th e  las t fe w  de cade s  h ave  re s ulte d in an 
incre as ing los s  of s pe cie s  in arable  fie ld h abitats . 
Now adays , e ve ry s e cond arable  w e e d s pe cie s  
can be  found on th e  Re d Lis t Data Book  of at 
le as t one  Ge rm an fe de ral s tate .

Spe cie s  de cline  due  to 
inte ns ive  farm ing
Inte ns ive ly m anage d 
ce re al fie lds  no longe r 
provide  ade q uate  h abitat 
for m any anim al s pe cie s  
w h ich  are  dire ctly or 
indire ctly de pe ndant on 
arable  w e e d s pe cie s  as  
food s ource s . Th e  fauna 
of arable  fie lds  h as  
de cline d s h arply as  a 
re s ult. 

Spe cie s  de cline  due  to s e t-as ide
In th e  Ce ntral Ge rm an uplands  in particular, but 
als o on poor s andy s ite s  in th e  low lands , arable  
fie lds  h ave  be e n abandone d. Se t-as ide  or 
conve rs ion into gras s land m ainly affe cts  th os e  
s ite s  th at h ave  traditionally be e n cultivate d le s s  
inte ns ive ly and th e re fore  act as  re fuge s  for 
e ndange re d s pe cie s . Annual s pe cie s  th at 
com ple te  th e ir ve ge tation cycle  w ith in one  ye ar 
afte r s oil cultivation face  adve rs e  grow th  
conditions  w h e n cultivation is  dis continue d and 
are  ofte n s uppre s s e d by pe re nnial s pe cie s .

Sus tainable  cons e rvation obje ctive s  are  
re q uire d!
Efforts  to prote ct 
e ndange re d arable  
s pe cie s  h ave  be e n going 
on for alm os t 50 ye ars .
Program m e s  for fie ld 
m argin s trips  in th e  19 80s  
w e re  e s pe cially s ucce s s - 
ful. H ow e ve r, th e y h ave  
alm os t ce as e d due  to th e  
h igh  adm inis trative  e ffort 
involve d and ch anging 
s ubs idy policie s . Many 
fie ld flora re s e rve s  w ith in 
th e  form e r Ge rm an De m ocratic Re public h ave  
not s urvive d Ge rm an re unification. Arable  w e e d 
s pe cie s  are  de pe ndant on appropriate  cultivation 

of th e  fie lds  by farm e rs . 
Clos e  coope ration w ith  
local farm e rs  is  th e re fore  
a ce ntral conce rn of th is  
proje ct. Bas e d on th e  
curre nt proble m s , a call 
for ne w , s us tainable  
cons e rvation obje ctive s  
h as  be e n put forw ard in 
th e  “Karls tadt pos ition 
pape r” publis h e d in 2005.

    Th e  proje ct: 100 fie lds for dive rsity

Botanical e xcurs ion ne ar Karls tadt (Bavaria), 2004

Contact inform ation:

Ste fan Me ye r
Unive rs ity of Göttinge n 
Albre ch t-von-H alle r-Ins titute  of Plant Scie nce s
De partm e nt of Plant Ecology and Ecos ys te m  
Re s e arch
Unte re  Kars püle  2
D-37073 Göttinge n 
Ph one : + 49 -551-39 -5723
Fax: + 49 -551-39 -5701
s m e ye r1@ gw dg.de

Proje ct s upe rvis ion:

Prof. Dr. Ch ris toph  Le us ch ne r
Unive rs ity of Göttinge n 
Albre ch t-von-H alle r-Ins titute  of Plant Scie nce s
De partm e nt of Plant Ecology and Ecos ys te m  
Re s e arch

... to today's  us ual s ituation.

From  th e  form e r dive rs ity of colourful fie lds …
Th e  Corn Marigold fe ature  in th e  firs t ye ar afte r s e t-as ide ...

…  is  alre ady re place d by a gras s landve ge tation in th e  s e cond 
ye ar.Th e  plant com m unitie s  of arable  fie lds  are  now adays  re duce d 

to fie ld borde r s trips .

Proje ct partne rs :
Unive rs ity of Göttinge n
(De partm e nt of Plant Ecology and Ecos ys te m  Re s e arch )

Re s e arch  Ins titute  of Organic Agriculture
(FiBL Ge rm any, s ite  W itz e nh aus e n)

Ge rm an As s ociation of Landcare  (DVL), Ans bach Th is  proje ct is  funde d by th e  De uts ch e  Bunde s s tiftung Um w e lt (DBU).

and

Dr. Th om as  van Els e n
Re s e arch  Ins titute  of Organic Agriculture
FiBL De uts ch land e .V. 
Nordbah nh ofs traße  1a
D-37213 W itz e nh aus e n
Ph one :+ 49 -05542-9 81655
Fax: + 49 -5542-9 81670
Th om as .vanEls e n@ fibl.org  

Coope ration partne r:

W olfram  Güth le r
Ge rm an As s ociation for Landcare  (DVL)
Fe uch tw ange r Straße  38
D-9 1522 Ans bach
Ph one : + 49 -9 81-4653-3541
Fax: + 49 -9 81-4653-3550
gue th le r@ lpv.de

Com m on lack e y m oth  
cate rpillar on Cornflow e r

Fork ing Lark s pur 
dam age d by h e rbicide  

W h ite  s tar of Be th le h e m  
be tw e e n grape vine s

Th orow -w ax

In addition to ch e m ical 
w e e d control, m e as ure s  
s uch  as  s e e d cle aning, 
im prove d s oil cultivation, 
e arly s tubble  cle aring 
and ch ange s  to th e  s ite  
from  lim e  application, 
fe rtilis ation and drainage  
h ave  contribute d to a 
dram atic los s  of 
biodive rs ity in arable  
fie lds .



Proje ct goal: a ne tw ork  of cons e rvation fie lds  in 
Ge rm any
Th e  proje ct “100 fie lds  for biodive rs ity” aim s  at 
e s tablis h ing a nationw ide  cons e rvation fie ld ne tw ork  for 
w ild arable  plant s pe cie s . Th rough  th is  proje ct, w h ich  is  
financially s upporte d by th e  De uts ch e  Bunde s tiftung für 
Um w e lt (DBU, w w w .dbu.de ), th e re  is  a re alis tic ch ance  
of counte ring th e  ongoing los s  of s pe cie s  by 
im ple m e nting a ne tw ork  of cons e rvation fie lds . Th e  
cons e rvation of typical arable  plant com m unitie s  s uch  
as  Caucalido-Adonide tum  flam m e ae , Te e s dalio-
Arnos e ride tum  and Papave re tum  arge m one s  s h ould be  
e ns ure d w ith in e ve ry e nvironm e ntal are a of Ge rm any 
w ith  th e  h e lp of th e s e  “cons e rvation fie lds ”. On th e s e  
fie lds , crop m anage m e nt is  carrie d out w ith out 
h e rbicide  us e  and according to th e  grow th  pre fe re nce s  
of th e  w ild arable  plants . Th e  cons e rvation fie lds  s h ould 
act as  future  ce ntre s  for pote ntial re -colonis ation of rare  
s pe cie s .

Ide ntification of fie lds  
s uitable  for cons e rvation 
and s e curing long-te rm  
finance
In th e  fe as ibility s tudy w h ich  
runs  until Nove m be r 2008, 
nationw ide  re s e arch  into 
pote ntial cons e rvation s ite s  
is  only part of w h at is  be ing 
unde rtak e n. In addition, 
policie s  and s trate gie s  are  
be ing de ve lope d in orde r to 
e ns ure  long-te rm  financial 
s upport and m anage m e nt of 
th e  cons e rvation fie lds .

Individual s olutions  and 
s upport by local s pons ors  
is  ne e de d as  w e ll as  th e  
involve m e nt of fe de ral 
e s tate  auth oritie s , re gional 
de partm e nts , age ncie s  
and s ocie tie s . Th e  
im ple m e ntation of th e  
policy is  due  to tak e  place  
in th e  proje ct ph as e  
follow ing th e  initial s tudy. 
An appropriate  s e le ction of 
fie lds , optim is ation of 
m anage m e nt and 

m ainte nance  m e as ure s  as  w e ll as  participation and 
m otivation of farm e rs  w ill be  k e y conce pts  in th is .
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Stony cons e rvation fie ld at W e rne rs h öh e  (Alfe ld, north e rn 
Ge rm any)

DDee vvee llooppmm ee nntt  ooff
aa  nnaattiioonnww iiddee   ww ee bb  ffoorr  
ccoonnss ee rrvviinngg  aarraabbllee   ww iilldd  ppllaannttss
iinn  GGee rrmm aannyy

110000  ffiiee llddss
ffoorr  ddiivvee rrss iittyy!!

Excurs ion of th e  w ork ing group ”Nature  cons e rvation in th e  
agricultural lands cape ” in Rh ine land-Palatinate , 19 9 7 Europe an Ve nus ' Look ing Glas s

Th om as  van Els e n, Ste fan Me ye r and W olfram  Güth le r
(from  le ft) 

More  inform ation: 
s e e  proje ct-w e bis te
Th e  proje ct h om e page  
provide s  inform ation about 
e s tablis h ing th e  ne tw ork  of 
cons e rvation fie lds  and is  
update d re gularly. Th e  
w e bs ite  s e rve s  for 
inform ation e xch ange  and 
for conne cting th e  
s tak e h olde rs . Th e  proje ct 
“100 fie lds  for dive rs ity” 

can only be  im ple m e nte d in coope ration w ith  inte re s te d 
farm e rs , active  re gional as s ociations  for lands cape  
cultivation and nature  cons e rvation, auth oritie s  and 
local h e ritage  m us e um s . If you are  inte re s te d, ple as e  
ge t in touch  w ith  th e  proje ct partne rs  or re gional 
coordinators .

Contact inform ation for re gional coordinators :

Se ctor „W e s t“ Se ctor „North e as t“
Sve n W e h k e Frank  Gottw ald
Te l.: + 49  651-9 9 46850 Te l.: + 49  33361-72840
w e h k e @ w e b.de gottw ald@ naturs ch utz h of.de

Se ctor „Middle “
Ste fan Me ye r
Te l.: + 49  551-39 5723
s m e ye r1@ gw dg.de

Se ctor „South “
Re nate  Mark e t
Te l.: + 49  7425-32529 6
R.Mark e t@ gm x.de  

Fie ld Cow -w h e at

W ild Fe nne l and Carrot Burr Pars le y

Lam b's  Succory, a now adays  
s carce  s pe cie s  of acidic 
s andy fie lds

Arable  w ild plant be ds  in 
th e  ope n-air m us e um  in 
Kom m e rn (Eife l, W e s te rn 
Ge rm any), 19 84

Sum m e r Ph e as ant's  e ye  

Be autiful and incons picuous  arable  fie ld plants  ne e d 
cons e rvation policie s :

Tube rous  Pe a

…  and Panicle d Cat’s  Tail.

w w w .s ch utzae ck e r.de Cornflow e r w ith  lady bird




